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DEADLINE TO RSVP NOVEMBER 1 
  

Mt. Moriah Missionary Baptist Church  
Dr. Jerry B. Alexander Jr., Pastor, 
Deacons, Trustees and members       
cordially invite you to the  
Groundbreaking Ceremony of their 
new church 
  

Saturday, Nov. 5, 2022 at 10 a.m. 
540 S.W. 24th Ave. 
Ocala, FL 34471 
(Property is across the street from 
2521 S.W. 5th St.) 
  

Refreshments will be served following 
the ceremony 
  

RSVP to Vickie Turner at 
dvturner@yahoo.com or call                     

(352) 369-0686 by Nov. 1, 2022. 
See Story on Page 6 

ALTHEA SMITH RIDES TO INSPIRE OTHERS 

mailto:dvturner@yahoo.com
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  Let’s Talk  
We want to hear from you:                  

Email your submissions, events, 
comments   or   questions   to   

Towntalkmagazine@yahoo.com. 
Please include contact information             
(name and phone number) on the          

submission. Deadline is the first 
Monday of each month for the        
following month’s publication.  

    

               
                  Policy Statement 

All submissions become the sole                 
property of Town Talk Magazine.                  

The opinions expressed in this                         
publication do not necessarily reflect 
the views of Town Talk. All articles,  

announcements and advertisements 
submitted are subject to refusal and 

editing at the editor’s discretion.  
  
 

  

 Contact Us: 
Town Talk Magazine 

P.O. Box 6212 
Ocala, FL 34478 
(352) 897-1817 

  

Towntalkmagazine@yahoo.com 
or Towntalkmagazine.org  

EDITOR’S DESK  

I absolutely love this time of year. As the holiday season approaches, it’s 
a good time to reflect on things that we all are thankful for especially the 
small things we often take for granted like having warm clothes to wear, 
flipping the light switch and the lights come on or just waking up one 

more time.  

This past weekend, I’m so thankful that I got to spend time with some of my classmates 
at our 40th Class Reunion. Many of them I had not seen since we graduated from high 
school in 1982. Kudos to Tanjua Mays and Marvin Busby for bringing us back together 
again. We had an awesome time reminiscing and catching up with each other during 
the three-day event. The memorial for our fallen classmates was a sad reminder of how 
short life can be, but we’re thankful God allowed us to share the time we had together. 
What are you thankful for?  
  

Although Thanksgiving is a time set aside to celebrate the harvest and other blessings 
over the past year, the holidays are not always happy for everyone. Many families are 
worried about how they’re going to pay their rent, keep their lights on and buy toys for 
their kids for Christmas, which is two months away.  
  

This Thanksgiving, if you’re in a good place financially, spiritually, mentally and            
physically, do something nice to help another family out. The gift of time does not cost 
anything and is just as important as spending money.  
  

Don't let the holidays become something you fear. Instead, take steps to prevent the 
stress and depression that can suddenly occur during the holidays. It’s helpful if you  
recognize holiday triggers such as financial pressures or personal demands early so 
you can prevent them before they ruin your holiday season. 
  

Check out these tips to prevent holiday stress from the staff at the Mayo Clinic: 
1. Acknowledge your feelings. If someone close to you has recently died or you can't 
be with loved ones for other reasons, realize that it's normal to feel sadness and grief.                                                              
2. Reach out. If you feel lonely or isolated, seek out community, religious or other                    
social events or communities.   
3. Be realistic. The holidays don’t have to be perfect or like last year.  
4. Set aside differences. Try to accept family members and friends as they are, even 
if they don't live up to all of your expectations. 
5. Stick to a budget. Before you go shopping, decide how much money you can     
afford to spend and then stick to your budget. Don't try to buy happiness with an              
avalanche of gifts. 
6. Plan ahead. Set aside specific days for shopping, baking,          
connecting with friends and other activities.  

  

 7.Learn to say no. Saying yes when                
you should say no can leave you feeling 
resentful and overwhelmed.   

Subscribe with Us: 
To receive a free copy via e-mail, subscribe at Towntalkmagazine.org 

Annual subscription (printed copy) via mail: $50 

  Advertise with Us: Business card: $35 ~ Quarter-page: $65  Half-page: $100. 
                                           Ads are black and white and must be submitted in Jpeg or Pdf format                                                     

 and sent to Towntalkmagazine@yahoo.com. 
  

 Payments can be made via Cash App ($Towntalkmarion)  
or make check payable to Town Talk Magazine and mail to P.O. Box 6212, Ocala, FL 34478 

Let’s Talk!                                                                                                                
Monica                                                                                                          

Monica T. Bryant, Editor 

1. 
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R.J. Jenkins has tutored many people while volunteering at the Marion County Literacy Council, but Manny, who now works as a maintenance       
professional at Neighborhood Storage, is one student he will never forget. Manny did not enjoy school as a kid, he was the class clown, Jenkins 
said, but as an adult, he decided he was ready to make a positive change in his life. He came to the Literacy Council committed to earning his GED. 
He never missed class, never missed a homework assignment and he even asked for extra practice problems. 
  

“Manny graduated from our program in less than a year, and as soon as he did, he received a promotion at work,” he said. “Women and men who 

are trying to build better lives for themselves and their families - that’s what this work is all about.”  

Jenkins, who currently serves as the volunteer executive director, started as a volunteer advanced ESOL and GED math tutor six years ago and still 
tutors students working to earn their GED. After several years, he was recruited to the Board of Directors and shortly thereafter he served as           
President of the Board for three years.  
  

The Literacy Council was launched in 1999 by Barbara Woodson who was teaching people how to read out of her garage in Belleview. She got            
together with some folks and created the organization, which now serves approximately 500 adults each year in Marion County. They are in the 
process of growing their impact by putting some measures in place to be able to serve an additional 500 people within the next three years. They 
offer services in Marion Oaks, Dunnellon, Lowell Correctional Facility, Phoenix House Substance Abuse Rehabilitation Center, and virtual support is 
available for people who may have a hard time physically getting to their campus as long as they have a reliable internet connection. Most of their 
services are provided through one on one instruction with a volunteer tutor. 
  

“We are a local nonprofit here in Marion County and we have one mission, which is to help folks build better, happier lives for their children one 
word at a time by building fundamental literacy skills,” Jenkins said. “We try really hard to bring these services to places where people are living, 
working and recovering because we understand the power of people being able to read, write and feeling confident doing those things.”  
  

The Literacy Council only has two full-time employees, which allows them to take the money that people give to them to try to create maximum 
impact for their students. It also ensures that their assessments, books and materials are free so they can get the help that they need. The                
organization is supported by federal and local funding and from the generosity of donations and support from local businesses, organizations and 
individuals.  
  

“We are committed to being responsible stewards of our donors’ resources and staying administratively lean is key to making sure that the dollars 
with which we are entrusted create as much direct community impact as possible,” he said.   
  

The Literacy Council has three primary programs: Adult Basic Education Classes in Ocala, Marion County (ABE) helps adults learn to read. 
They provide tutors who work one-on-one with the student. The student/tutor pair meets at a predetermined public location and work at the        
student’s pace. Our tutors make sure all learning levels are accommodated and work toward the student’s personal goals. These may include      
learning to read, obtaining a driver’s license, registering to vote or filling out a job application; General Education Development Course (GED),           
prepares students for the General Equivalency Exam. Students are paired with a tutor who works with them at their pace in a predetermined public 
location that is convenient to both the student and the tutor. Students are evaluated upon registration and progress is checked periodically. Upon 
completion of the curriculum, students are evaluated again to ensure success; and the English Classes for Speakers of Other Languages 
(ESOL) offers English classes in Ocala and Marion County to speakers of other languages (ESOL). They serve students from over 20 countries 
who range in ability from basic literacy to advanced grammar and pronunciation. Furthermore, they are in the process of developing and launching 
a financial literacy curriculum in the Spring to help people learn how to achieve financial freedom and independence and to learn some basic skills 

around financial literacy such as budgeting. 

“Our services are very affordable. A $40 registration fee provides unlimited service to students for an entire semester unless there is financial need 
in which case our services are completely free to anyone who seeks them out,” he said. “We would never allow a financial barrier to get in the way 

of folks taking steps to lift themselves up.” 
Jenkins said it should be no surprise to hear that there is a lot of stigma around their services… people who are learning to read, write or trying to 
earn their high school equivalency later in life. He said word-of-mouth and personal referral is primarily how people learn about the organization.  
  

“That’s not always a need that you want to shout from the roof tops. It’s not always a need that you necessarily want to be fully transparent about 
even with people who are close to you,” he said. “Certainly folks try to shield their employer from this information …”   
  

Jenkins said the best way the public can help out is through gifts of time, talent and treasure. He said they always appreciate financial support but 
equally as valuable to them are gifts of time and talent, people who may have 90 minutes a week to volunteer to help a student reach their goals.  
They also need the community’s help in getting people to them, encouraging them to take that step and convince them that they’re not going to be 
ridiculed, mocked, teased or belittled because they walk through their door.  
  

“I wish people understood the incredible courage it takes for people to seek our help. There is a tremendous 
stigma associated with low literacy, with being unable to read or write, with not having graduated from high 
school,” Jenkins said. “The people who come to us, they have already shown that they have the bravery to 
seek help. Our students are superheroes.” 
  

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT  

The Community Spotlight highlights a person, place or event in our community. Tell us what’s happening around town                                      
so we can share your Good News with others. Email submissions to Towntalkmagazine@yahoo.com. 

The Community Spotlight highlights a person, place or event in our community. Tell us what’s happening around town                                      
so we can share your Good News with others. Email submissions to Towntalkmagazine@yahoo.com. 

MARION COUNTY LITERACY COUNCIL  



4 

 

ONE WEEK LEFT ~ PLEASE VOTE ON NOVEMBER 8, 2022  
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IF YOU NEED HELP, DON’T WAIT! APPLY NOW  

 TICKETS ON SALE FOR OCALA’S BLUEGRASS AND BBQ EVENT 

The City of Ocala presents Bluegrass and BBQ at Tuscawilla Art Park, 213 NE. 5th St., January 2023, from 6 to 9 p.m. 
The event kicks off the Tuscawilla Art Park Series and features live musical performances by International Bluegrass Award winners,          
Appalachian Road Show with The Wandering Hour. Food will be available from local food truck favorites, Big Lee’s Serious About BBQ and 
Country Boyz. Big Man’s Café will sell desserts. Beer and wine, sponsored by TriEagle Sales, will be available for purchase at the event. 
  

Tickets:  

• General Admission: $10 online/$15 gate. Includes admission to the concert. 

• General Admission PLUS: $15 online/$20 gate. Includes admission to the concert and seating closer to the stage. 

• VIP Pickin’ Package: $75/online only. Includes 4 admissions to the concert, 4 beverages (beer and wine included), an upfront four-person 

comfy ottoman and a Tuscawilla Art Park special gift bag. 
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Althea Smith learned how to ride a bike when she was six years old. In Detroit where she grew up, if you 
wanted to get around the neighborhood you were expected to learn how to ride a bike so her friends 
taught her how.  
  

In the 1980s, Smith said she rarely saw any women of color riding when she rode her bike, but saw more 
black males. When she moved to Marion County a few years ago and went biking at the Santos Trails, she 
still didn’t see any women of color and she rarely saw any men of color.  
  

“Santos is known around the country as a world -class road and mountain biking mecca. I wanted to see 
more representation of diversity,” she said. “I believe it was a stigma that black women didn’t bike.  
  

So Smith, an active cyclist, founded the Ocala Chapter of Black Girls Do Bike (BGDB) seven months ago. The national 
organization was founded in 2013 by Monica Garrison. Currently there are more than 100 chapters across the country, 
and there is no cost to join. Each chapter has a volunteer leader known as a Shero. For the local chapter, Smith and 
Penny Fielding are the Shero’s/Moderators, according to the group’s Facebook page. Although Smith hasn’t attended 
any of the national meetups, she was a former member of the San Antonio Chapter.   
  

“Black Girls Do Bike is a movement to inspire women of color to create a sisterhood to inspire each other, to share self 
accomplished stories, how to create a self guide for overcoming obstacles and to motivate to bike ride,” she said. “ Its 
like …. riding a bike is a form of moving meditation.”   
  

Smith, a retired science teacher for more than 40 years is very involved in the community  She frequently substitutes in 
Marion County Public Schools. She is also a writer and often speaks on topics of having the courage to be yourself at 
Ocala Spoken Word events, and she volunteers with after-school tutoring programs at Howard Academy since she 
loves children. 
  

My mantra is, enjoy life to its fullest,” Smith said.  
  

The Ocala Chapter currently has five active members, but Smith hopes others will see them riding their bikes and want to come out and ride with 
them. She said they’ve had beginners’ bike rides, Trek bike challenge rides, group rides and on the third Thursday, they do a ride called Women of 

Wisdom (W.O.W) at the Santos Trails. Other rides are posted for a scheduled monthly ride or special events i.e. 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month, Trek Bike Challenge or Meet and Greet rides. In the future, they plan to have a 
joint representation of black cyclists throughout Florida to ride in our city.  
  

Smith, who has a hybrid mountain bike, a ride bike and an assisted road bike, said two 
local bike shops support the chapter by offering clinics, discounted bikes and rentals 
and accessories. Anyone interested in joining the local chapter can go online to               
Blackgirlsdobike.com or Facebook to find information and as the organizer, she will 
invite you to their page or get your contact information to keep you informed. The only 
requirements to be part of the group is to actively participate in the chapter and set   
personal goals. Smith has a loaner bike for anyone who doesn’t have a bike, but intends 
to get one. She has had her mountain bike, which she calls Old Grey, since 1979. 
  

“We are a diverse chapter of women. Our mission is to bring awareness of health and 
wellness through biking, exercising, proper diet, spirituality and sisterhood,” she said. “We want this chapter to 
grow, represent the Ocala community and show that Black Girls Do Bike.”  
  

To join the local chapter of for more information, go to https://www.facebook.com/groups/blackgirlsdobikeocala. 

B L A C K  G I R L S  D O N ’ T  J U S T  R O C K ,  T H E Y  B I K E  T O O !  
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Meal includes:                                                                                   

Reserve the date for the 
Taste of Soul Marion now.  
Purchase your tickets now at 
https://www.eventbrite.com/
e/taste-of-soul-marion-tickets
-456146956827.  

The total cost of the ticket 
will be $33.46.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/taste-of-soul-marion-tickets-456146956827
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Business Name: L.DUBYA TRUCKING 
 

No. of Employees: 1 
 
  

Business Owner: Lemuel Q. Walker 
                                
Business Address:  Located in Ocala, FL  
 
  

Business Phone: (352) 209-6836 
 
  

What Year Did You Start Your Business? 2020 
 
  

Hours of Operation: Open 24 hours 
  

Products and/or Services: Hauls construction                     
equipment, transports agricultural equipment and goods 
and miscellaneous oversize loads.                                     
 

Email:  Ldubyatrucking1986@gmail.com 
 

Website: N/A 
  

Are you on Social Media?  No 
Facebook: N/A 
Twitter: N/A 
Instagram: N/A 
 
What or Who Inspired you to start your business?  
A friend encouraged me to get my CDL License after 
losing my job, so I did.   
 
What Makes Your Business Unique or What's           
Your Specialty?  
Locally owned and operated, and I get the job done             
on time. I can haul large and heavy equipment,                 
construction and landscaping materials, etc., on my               
48 x 102 wide flatbed trailer. I have a Class A CDL                 
License and I’m certified to drive throughout the United 
States.  
  
What Advice Would You Give Someone Starting           
A Business?  Do your research before starting a               
business.  

Y O U R  E M P L O Y E E S  A R E  A L S O  Y O U R  C U S T O M E R S  Business Spotlight 

The Small Business Profile is FREE and open to small           
businesses located in Marion County with less than                           

25 employees or solo entrepreneurs. 
  

   To have your business featured, request a form from 
Towntalkmagazine@yahoo.com. Completed forms can be 

returned via email or mailed to P.O. Box 6212, Ocala, FL 34478.    

Elgin Carelock is the Chairman of the Greater Ocala Community Development Corporation 
(GOCDC), which was organized by the Marion County NAACP and Labor and Industry Committee in 
July of 1994 to provide social and economic solutions to West Ocala residents. He is CEO and Chief                     
Strategist of re-View Business Strategies, Inc. (RBS) a growth focused, strategic planning and                       
business development company with over 25 years of professional experience in the areas of sales, 
marketing, advertising, brand development and customer service. He is the founder of the Build A 
Better Business Series. Contact Elgin at ecarelock@re-viewyourbusiness.com or (404) 993-7189 

for questions or more information or go to www.rbsknowledge.com. 

  Small business owners are keenly focused on building and                
  selling top-quality products and services to meet their revenue  
     goals. They use sales analysis and customer data to make  
     decisions on which products to keep and which need to be  
     removed or repositioned. But are they missing out on the most 

  critical customers…their employees? 

A properly structured business is built around solving problems (needs) for its    
customers. That need can range from being hungry to a place to board your dog 
while you’re out of town, but there is no doubt every expenditure is in response to 

a problem that needs solving.  

Business owners spend hundreds if not thousands of dollars in marketing and 
advertising to let potential customers know they have the solution to their needs, 
but are they overlooking the low hanging fruit of peer-to-peer referrals? Are their 
employees so excited about the products/services being offered that they use 

them themselves or better yet, ensures everyone they know uses them? 

When you look at companies that have cultures that drive their success (Publix, 
Chick-fil-a, Google, etc.), one of the things you’ll notice is the employees are proud 
of where they work. They identify with the core values of the company and the 
company’s dedication to its customers and staff. Therefore, they are full-time 
brand ambassadors and make sure everyone they encounter are familiar with or                    

introduced to their employer’s brand.  

It should be no different for small businesses. Training employees should                            
encompass more than showing them how to sell products or services. It should 
view employees as consumers and address how they can use your products to 
solve their problems. Explain what makes your products different, the process of 

delivering the product to the end users, and policies for customer service.  

A good example of this would be a restaurant where employees train in the front       
of the house and the back of the house. They get to taste everything on the menu 
including the bar (if they are old enough to drink). Menu changes are introduced at 
staff meetings, and everyone gets to taste the new items, understand the reason 

for the addition and offer their honest opinions. 

Two things happen in this scenario. First they will become customers for all of the 
products they really enjoyed and second they will feel a deeper sense of job                
satisfaction because they are involved with what happens to bring the products to 

market.  

Once they are customers, ask for feedback from a quality viewpoint and ease of 
use. Find out what they would change if they had a “blank check” and really listen 
to their responses. What you will find is a unique perspective from someone who 
is on both sides of the transaction, which ultimately leads to higher customer               

engagement.  

When your employees have honest conversations about your products because 
they use them or not, the customers feel they are honest and trustworthy and will 
not only purchase your products but become loyal as long as they feel they are 

receiving enough value for their money.  
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 SEE  WHAT’S  HAPPENING IN  THE COMMUNITY AND JOIN  IN   

C ITY  O F  O CAL A R ES CH EDUL ES               
B U ILD ING  COMMU NITY  ROUN DT AB LE   

  

The City of Ocala’s Growth Management 
Department will host a roundtable for            
members of the building community                   
Thursday, Nov.17, 7:30 a.m. to 9 a.m.          
at the Ocala Golf Club, 3130 E Silver 
Springs Blvd. 
  

This free event is an opportunity for                   
contractors, engineers, architects, and 

other building industry professionals to connect with city officials to 
learn more about processes and resources, share feedback and               
collaborate on opportunities for refinement. A complimentary breakfast 
will be served. 
  

 Residents are encouraged to sign up for the City’s e-notification                   
system at https://www.ocalafl.org/our-city/advanced-components/
enotification to receive information about public meetings, posting of 

agendas, announcements, events and newsletters.  

Interested members of the building community should RSVP no later 
than Thursday, November 10 by calling (352) 629-8287                                          
or emailing gmd@ocalafl.org. 

We Wish Each of You a Happy Thanksgiving  

https://www.ocalafl.org/our-city/advanced-components/enotification
https://www.ocalafl.org/our-city/advanced-components/enotification
mailto:gmd@ocalafl.org
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When I write these articles I am really just sharing my opinions with you. These opinions 
come from what has worked for me and what I have observed while working with lots and 
lots of families. I realize I do not know all the answers. Today, I am going to start by                
sounding like a preacher but if you get through the sermon part I promise some money 
saving tips at the end.  

My sermon starts with one word, DON’T! I watch a lot of sports on television and this year 
it seems like during every break in the game there is at least one commercial for sports 
betting. They offer lots of incentives such as free bets but you must understand their       
strategy is to get you started and then hooked. Gambling can be addictive and even if you 
win say $50 the temptation is to put it right back into another bet. Remember the old  
adage that “the house always wins.” They would not be in this business and spending 
millions of dollars on ads if they didn’t think they were going to make a large profit, and             
off of you.  

Reliable research sites have evidence that low income communities have a 100% higher 
rate of gambling than the general population and a much higher risk of developing a              
gambling addiction. Please, just don’t do it.  

As promised, some money saving tips. This doesn’t apply if you live in the City of Ocala 
as most of the readers of Town Talk do, but you may have a relative or friend who lives in 
the County. Marion County has a program they can apply for that will provide them with a 
cost savings of up to $180 if they replace a toilet in a home or business that was built 
before 1995 and still have their original toilets. County residents can save over 8,000 
gallons of water a year by updating just one toilet to today’s standards. If they are on a 
water system this will add up to a nice savings and be good for our local water supply. 
They must apply for and get approval before installing the new toilet by calling                         
(352) 671-8686 to check their eligibility and request an application before buying the new 
toilet.  

Many of us know that Central Florida Community Action Agency helps with the              
electric part of your utility bill if you qualify. What some of you don’t know is they will also 
take applications for water and sewer bills. Apply online at www.cfcaa.org. With winter 
coming there are many ways to save on heating costs but the easiest might be to lower 
your thermostat a few degrees and put on a sweater or use an extra blanket at night. 
Even a two degree change in your setting can save you dollars.  

My last tip this month is about your prescription medicine. I know someone who has drug 
insurance with Aetna (formerly called Silverscript). For one prescription they pay $51 a 
month with their insurance. By not using their insurance and going to www.goodrx.com 
they got that prescription filled for $26.95. At that site you type in the name of your              
medicine, dosage and pick the pharmacy you want to use and it will show you the price 
and allow you to print a coupon to take to the drug store. Certainly worth trying, I know 
they were happy to save almost $25.  

JUST  DON’T  DO IT !  GAMBLING CAN BE  ADDICTIVE   

By Scott Hackmyer 

M O N E Y  S M A R T  

DON’T MISS THE 10TH ANNUAL PAYCHECKS FOR PATRIOTS JOB FAIR  

CareerSource Citrus Levy Marion will hold a “Paychecks for Patriots” job fair on 
Thursday, Nov. 10 as part of a statewide effort to connect Florida veterans with             
employment opportunities. 
 

The free job fair runs from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. at the Marion County Public Library 
Headquarters, 2720 E. Silver Springs Blvd., in Ocala. Veterans, active service                  
members and military families get priority access to the hiring event starting at             
10 a.m. with open access to all job seekers beginning at 10:30 a.m. To register, go 
to tinyurl.com/P4Pjobfair.  
  

If you can’t attend, apply for open positions online www.employflorida.com. A        
special employment portal of information and resource links for Florida veterans is 
available at https://veteran.employflorida.com. 
 

For more information about Paychecks for Patriots or CareerSource CLM’s                     
year-round Veterans Services, call (800) 434-JOBS (5627), ext. 2225.    

http://www.cfcaa.org
http://www.goodrx.com
http://www.employflorida.com/
https://veteran.employflorida.com/
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NEW HOURS OF OPERATION FOR CUSTOMER SERVICE OFFICE LOBBY 

The City of Ocala Customer Service Office, 201 S.E. Third St., will                        
implement new hours of operation as of Tuesday, Nov. 1. The first-floor  
lobby will be open Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5 p.m., with the  

exception of the City of Ocala’s observed holiday schedule. 

The City of Ocala Call Center’s hours of operation will remain Monday 
through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
  

Customers may continue making payments at self-service kiosks, Fidelity 
Express and MoneyGram locations. Additional payment options and online 
tools are available at www.ocalafl.org. Customers have the option to start 
and stop services, transfer residential services, request a payment                         
extension, update contact information, view rate and fee information and 
sign up for autopay and electronic billing online. Customers can make phone 

payments via the automated phone system at (844) 286-1785. 

BALLOT REFERENDUM FOR SCHOOLS ON BALLLOT 

All Marion County voters are being asked whether to approve a 
continuation of the one mill ad valorem property tax for an               

additional four years. This ballot item does impact schools. 

Last passed in 2018, the one mill has provided funding for 
school safety and vocational training programs as well as               
reading, physical education, art, library/media, to meet class 

size, retain state certified teachers, and paraprofessionals. 

If approved again, the one mill would be used to continue to 
fund essential safety expenses and vocational programs and               
to preserve reading, physical education, art, library/media, to 
meet class size, retain state certified teachers, and                         

paraprofessionals.  

The official ballot language reads:   

Shall the Marion County School District's one mill ad valorem 
millage be continued, beginning July 1, 2023, and ending 
June 30, 2027, for necessary operating expenses including 
safe schools, reading, physical education, art, music, library/
media, and vocational programs; meeting class size                                   
requirements; and retaining State Certified teachers and 
paraprofessionals with oversight of these expenditures by an 

independent citizens financial oversight committee? 

For more information, please visit,   
https://www.marionschools.net/ICROC   

ROOF DAMAGED? FREE TARPS AVAILABLE IF YOU QUALIFY 

Operation Blue Roof, a program offered through the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers to eligible homeowners and landlords, is 
providing temporary covering of blue plastic sheeting to help 
reduce further damage to property until permanent repairs can 

be made.  

Call (888) 766-3258 to get tarps to cover your roof while you wait for the roofing 

company to put on your new roof. The tarps are put on for free.   

https://www.ocalafl.org/our-city/live/city-holiday-schedule/-curm-11/-cury-2022
http://www.ocalafl.org/
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/5NwKY6i5uDD622EJL5Sm-Q~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRlJGUwP0QjaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubWFyaW9uc2Nob29scy5uZXQvSUNST0NXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmM8sDFDY4N5twRSDW1ibWs0QGFvbC5jb21YBAAAAAE~
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